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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 3, line 2, there is a 
typo, "import/expert" should be -import/export- 

Applicant's remarks in the preliminary amendment mentions that claims 1-23 are 
pending but after review by the examiner, it is noted that claims 1-21 are actually pending in this 
application. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wilf 
et al (US 5,899,980). 

An electronic commerce system (retail) including the steps of: a series of point of sale 
terminals (fig. 1, 41, 42, 43, ...) providing for point of sale information handling a number of 
businesses; an interconnection network interconnecting the point of sale terminals to a central 
database facility (see abstract; database or table including or storing identification information 
associating the IP address spaces obtained from the ISPs); a central database facility for storing 
information about each of said businesses for access by the operators of said point of sale 
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terminals (col. 7, lines 6-13, col. 8, lines 53-57); and a series of service providers (fig. 1, 31, 32> 
33, ...) interconnected to said central database facility for meeting requests issued by said point 
of sale (col. 7, lines 38-44); a series of suppliers interconnected to said central database facility 
for meeting requests issued by said point of sale terminals (col. 8, lines 42-60); a system wherein 
sa,d service providers (parent serv.ce providers) include a financial transaction vendor 
providing financial transaction authorization upon request (col. 1 1, ,i„ e 67 to col. 12, line 5); a 
system wherein said point of sale terminals include local database information and programs 
which are downloaded on demand from said central database facility (col. 8, lines 53-60); a 
system as claimed in claim 7 wherein said request are transmitted in the form of XML (HTML 
which is equivalent to XML) documents to and from said central database facility (col. 7, lines 
52-61); a system comprising series of user mobile data entry devices (fig. 1, 51, 52, 61, 62, 71, 
72) which interact with said point of sale terminals in the authorization of a transaction. 

Claim Rejections - 35 VSC § 103 

4- The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

.denticaHy dl sc.osed or described as set forth in 
such that the subject matter as a 3 wou Save t^lTT^ ? be P * M and the »™ art ™ 
having ordinary skill in the art to whichTa^su EL Znt 2 V™ f ,nVent ' 0n Was made "> a 
manner in which the invention was made * Patentab,lit y sha " n °< be negatived by the 

5- Claims 3 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wilf et 
al (US 5,899,980) in view of Jammes et al (US 2003/0167213). 

As per claims 3, 6 and 8, the same reJ ec,io„ «„ claims 1 , 2. 4 and 5 applies. Wilf does no, 
■each periodic update ,o date-store as claimed bu. Jammea .caches dale records of a product 
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information database store information mcluding mformation about prodnets and gronps and the 
relationship between mem, software tools of the Merchant Workbench create and npdate the data 
records of the product infonuatiun database in response ,u user manipulate, „f the CTbjcal 
user interface (page 2 , [0019J , , ines ^ M w „ f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

supplierc include a, leas, one of: an import/expert agent, a warchousing agent or a producer as 
claimed due to fulfilling or supplyjng producB ordered by fc 

wou!d have been obvious to one of onlinary skill in the „ to mclude me periodic 
update of me data-storc as taugh, by Jatnmes into the system of Wilf because i, would provide a 
customs store to each customer according to recorded shopping habits of the pabular 
consumer to make the on-line shopping experience convenient and expedient as we,, as more 
pleasant (page 2, [0020), lines 6-10). 

As per claim 7, Jantmes teaches a system ftuiher compristng access means for accessing 
•he data-store as a member of the geneml public using a web browser and does no, explicitly 
teach a means for communicating in a timely manner directly ,„ the Point of Sale merchant and 
if that merchant is there then communicating with the merchant in actual time bu, this is implicit 
.0 the system of Jatnmes that while a consumer is shopptng, if the merchmt is present> 
commutation between the consunter and the merchant c m actually happen h real nme over 
the internet as claimed. 

6. Claims 10-21 are rejected under 35 U <5 C mvo-. ^ u • 

j unuer jo u.b.L. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wilf et al 

(US 5,899,980) in view of Jammes et al (US 2003/01 67? 1 1\ ™a « _au • • 

« iuo /uuj/ui07213) and further in view of Herbert (US 

5,333,183). 
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As per elates ,0 and , ,, ,he same rejection ,„ alarms ,, 2, 4, 5, 8 and 9 applies , Nei[her 

w.,f nor lmms teaches . syslem wherein said moW|e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Herher, .caches a systera wherein said moMe ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

•ransacion s,a,i s .ic s associated „i,h smd sysrem (col. 28, lines 32-36, col. 3!, lines 1-6). 

r. would have been „hvi„„ s ,„ one o( 0ldinary ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
update of the da.a-s.ore as iaugh, „ y Jammes ,„.o ta system of wilf because wouW ^ t 

— ,o make «, „ n ., ine shopping ^ ^ — ^ ^ ^ ^ 

P-easan. <pa 8 e 2, ,0020), lines «,,„, ^ it wou|d haye bem ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

program interface as ^ by Herher, ,„,„ to ^ systm „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
user-friendly. 

As Per Cain, ,2 and ,3, the system of Herbe „ ^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ 

process a re^ucs, as me software can he implemented ,„ he rnmdns on a micro^r which 
performs -* f (c „,. , ines , 9 . 22 , As fc ^ ^ fc ^ ^ ^ ^ 

enhance ,he ahihty „ extract infonrrahon when viewmg «he faction srahsncs 
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As per claim 14, the system taught by Herbert includes a software application that would 
allow actions undertaken by said database facility to be in the form of workflow steps executed 
by the facility as claimed. 

As per claims 15 and 16, the same rejection to claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8 and 9 above applies. 
Furthermore, Jammes teaches a system wherein a workflow is spawned by the template structure 
of said interacting with said central database facility (page 24, [0309], lines 1-7). 

As per claims 17-21, the same rejection to claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 applies. Wilf does not 
teach a system having multiple databases interacting with one another but Jammes teaches a 
system wherein one function of such relational database servers is to provide to application 
programs a common query interface to interact with multiple database systems having different 
query interfaces (page 5, [0065], lines 2-7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the periodic 
update of the data-store as taught by Jammes into the system of Wilf because it would provide a 
customized store to each customer according to recorded shopping habits of the particular 
consumer to make the on-line shopping experience convenient and expedient as well as more 
Pleasant (page 2, [0020], lines 6-10). And it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include the mobile data entry and the software 
program interface as taught by Herbert into the combined system of Wilf and Jammes because it 
would provide a system which can be used with multiple customers and also a system which is 
user-friendly. 
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Conclusion 

The pnor „ made of record ^ „„, ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ 

disclosure. 

• Langhans e, a, (US 5, 62I>2 „» reach an au,„ mat e purchasing control system which cm 
be cu s ,„ mize d for . colpora , e ^ md m ^ ^ ^ 

Phone lines from a remote p^,, temina , ^ ^ fc ^ ^ ^ 
software. 

• Berger „ a, (US 5,943,424, reach an arclmechrre for Drocesslng . plurali[y rf 

*om a si„g,e p„ int of , he ^ ^ a ^ 

h*e„, and associa t es ,he ,„ k e„ w,,h a Racoon w thereby ^ 
-he aasociarion of to lransac , ion with , ^ ^ ^ ^ 

onginated by the same terminal. 

• Ling (US 2002/0002538 Al) teaches a mPthnH ^ 

ai; teaches a method and apparatus for conducting electronic 

commerce transactions using electronic token. 

• Wehhea, 3r (US o,,o 7 ,3 78) leaches . method mi ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
of the transaction space. 

Any fa*y concendng lhis „ ^ ^ ^ 

examiner shoold he direced „ R „ naId ^ whose , e , ephone ^ . ^ ^ ^ 
exam.neT can normally he reached on Mon-Fri from 8:30am - 6:00pm, 
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If a„e mp(s .0 reach * examiner hy t e, ephone „ msuccessM _ ^ 
supervisor, Rohc oWski . be reacW 0 „ ^ ^ ^ fa ^ ^ ^ ^ 

organizadon where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

InfoCon regarding ,he s latU s of « appdcation may he ohrained do m ,he Pa,.„, 
Application Znfonnation Renieva! (P Am, systena Sfatias infon^ion for publ i s hed appiicadons 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PATR ^ ■ * 

or nmiic PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

appiicadons is avaiiabie .hrongh Private PAIR „„,, For more M ^ ^ ^ pA]R 
system, see hdp./paic^.^. Shou|d yo „ have ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

system, comae, the Elecdonic Business Center (EEC) a. 866-217-9,97 (ted-ftee). 



Ronald Laneau 

Examiner •'Z-U Jog- 

Art Unit 3627 
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